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MARK TWAIN 

themselves that we couldn't make oat what the 
matter was. However, we plunged into the wood, 
they scurrying in the lead, and the trouble was 
quickly revealed: they had hanged a little fdlow 
with a bark rope, and he was kicking and struggling, 
in the process of choking to death. We rescued him , 
and fetched him around. It was some more human 
nattire; the admiring little folk imitating their elders; 
they were playing mob, and had achieved a success 
which promised to be a good deal more serious than 
they had bargained for. 

It was not a dull excursion for me. I managed to 
put in the time very well. I made various acquaint- 
anceships, and in my quality of stranger was able to 
ask as many questions as I wanted to. A thing which 
naturally interested me, as a statesman, was the 
matter of wages. I picked up what I could under 
that head during the afternoon. A man who hasn't 
had much experience, and doesn't thiok, is apt to 
measiue a nation's prosperity or lack of prosperity by 
the mere size of the prevailing wages; if the wages 
be high, the nation is prosperous; if low, it isn't. 
Which is an error. It isn't what sum you get, it's 
how much you can buy with it, that's the important 
thing; and it's that that tells whether your wages are 
high in fact or only high in name. I could remember 
how it was in the time of our great civil war in the 
nineteenth century. In the North a carpenter got 
three dollars a day, gold valuation; in the South he 
got fifty — ^payable in Confederate shinplasters worth 
a dollar a bushel. In the North a suit of overalls coft 
three dollars — a day's wages; in the South it cost 
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seventy-five — ^which was two days' wages. Other 
things were in proportion. Consequently, wages 
were twice as high in the North as they were in the 
South, because the one wage had that much more 
ptirchasing power than the other had. 

Yes, I made various acquaintances in the hamlet, 
and a thing that gratified me a good deal was to find 
our new coins in drctdation — ^lots of milrays, lots of 
mills, lots of cents, a good many nickels, and some 
silver; all this among the artisans and commonalty 
generally; yes, and even some gold — ^but that was at 
the bank, that is to say, the goldsmith's. I dropped 
in there while Marco, the son of Marco, was haggling 
with a shopkeeper over a quarter of a potind of salt, 
and asked for change for a twenty-dollar gold piece. 
They furnished it — ^that is, after they had diewed the 
piece, and rung it on the counter, and tried add on 
it, and asked nle where I got it, and who I was, and 
where I was from, and where I was going to, and 
when I expected to get there, and perhaps a couple of 
hundred more questions; and when they got aground, 
I went right on and furnished them a lot of infor- 
mation voluntarily; told them I owned a dog, and 
his name was Watch, and my first wife was a Free 
Will Baptist, and her grandfather was a Prohibi- 
tionist, and I used to know a man who had two 
thumbs on each hand and a wart on the inside of his 
upper lip, and died in the hope of a glorious resurrec- 
tion, and so on, and so on, and so on, till even that 
hungry village questioner began to look satisfied, and 
also a shade put out; but he had to respect a man of 
my financial strength, and so he didn't give me any 
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Clarence's editorial reference to this affair was tx> 
this effect : 
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then for a time he lay silent, and apparently sinking 
away toward death. Presently his fingers began to 
pick busily at the coverlet, and by that sign I knew 
that his end was at hand. With the first suggestion 
of the death-rattle in his throat he started up slightly, 
and seemed to listen: then he said: 

"A bugle? ... It is the king! The drawbridge, 
there! Man the battlements! — ^tum out the — " 

He was getting up his last "effect"; but he never 
finished it. 



THE END 
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